Councilor’s Meeting Highlights
Savannah, GA
January 25 and 26, 2008
Attendee from MVSPE: Dennis Richmond

-Next Council Meeting in Milwaukee, WI, May 3 and 4, 2008 (ANTEC)
ANTEC: Attended session on ANTEC. At this time the submittal of paper is down, 544 this year versus 650 last year. Possible reasons are the web site used for submitting papers, the venue, corporate cutbacks, and IP legal issues. The quality of papers is at a higher level than last year’s. 

Plastic Encounter has sold exhibit space on pace with last year. The exhibition this year will also be opened on Monday from 3-6, and 12-6 Tuesday, and 10-3 on Wednesday. 

Registration has been typical…slow.

The partnership with Plastics Encounter proved very successful last year. Running an exhibition is not what SPE does best. A final test of the partnership will be the upcoming ANTEC in Milwaukee. Future sites are Orlando 2010 and Boston 2011. Maybe Cincinnati in 2012 / 13 since this location was such a big success.
ANTEC 2009 was scheduled in San Antonio, TX. This has been cancelled, but a $750,000 liability with the Marriot remains. SPI is being heavily pursued by SPI to move ANTEC 2009 to NPE 09 in Chicago. SPI has agreed to cover the $750,000 with group reservations at the Marriott or compensation. The ANTEC committee stressed the need to have this in writing when dealing with SPI.
In addition, SPI guaranteed that SPE will receive the same dollars as typically made at an ANTEC. Normally in NPE years the ANTEC registration is down.

Although the SPE / SPI merger at NPE 09 was not officially voted on by council it has been already published in some trade journals.
Key to rebates is to continue to file news letters, annual financial report, IRS form, meeting minutes and Section’s goals.

Section Council Committee:
Large portion of the meeting time was directed at rebate requirements. There are 76 active sections, 53 qualify for 2008 rebates. 
Qualifying for compliance requires the following:


-Plans and goals worksheet complete


-Financial form submitted


-List of Board of Directors


-Sending out meeting invites


-Submitting meeting minutes

All of these roll directly into the Pinnacle Award criteria.

The SPE is now pushing on developing membership in international market before other organizations gain access to plastic engineers. This is one area SPE believes is key to growth. A section is forming in Turkey that will likely be the strongest outside of the U.S. with over 1,000 members. 
The Central Florida section presented their development of a virtual meeting. As a member you have access to the meeting as a SPE benefit. Additionally, Central Florida is trying to attract international speakers to participate.

Council Committee-of-the-Whole
SPE FINANCES: PE magazine lost $250,000 in 2007. Staff has been reduced and 10 issues versus 12 issues will be provided in 2008. Savings per issue is about $35,000. Advertisement for PE is 50% filled as of June 21. 2011 expect to be breakeven point. Wiley is being considered for co-publishing arrangements. 
Seminars also are up for 2008 increasing income.
Staff at SPE headquarters is now 26. Five years ago there were 45 staff members. Expected 2008 total income is $5,490,000 with a profit of $76,400.
There is a continuous concern about membership.

ANTEC: -This year’s ANTEC is in Milwaukee. The partnership with Plastics New 

remains solid and positive.

    -Council voted to move the annual 2009 business meeting to Chicago.


     -Council moved to hold ANTEC with NPE in 2009.  SPE is still 

       negotiating the finer details with SPI. ANTEC 09 will be held in the 

       new McCormick West Hall. Benefits for SPE are:


Reduced financial risks



Greater visibility



Greater Audience
NEW WEBSITE: SPE will launch a new website for May 2008. It is to have new 

functions along with an optimized search engine. Since getting new members is ever more difficult, SPE offers free SPE Journal access in Europe. Enhancing the website is key in building membership.
The Section and Division newsletter award is being resurrected. It will be modified for participants who use their website to post their newsletter. The award may change to the “Communication Award”.
SPE FOUNDATION: There are $1.5 million in assets. Due to increasing costs of managing the funds, the accountants recommended merging with SPE. The funds would remain protected should SPE default and distributed strictly for grants and scholarships.
Cincinnati Thermoforming Conference sponsored by the Thermoforming 

Division reported the following:



-900 attendees



-24 Sponsors



-73 Exhibitors



-28 Student Attendees (All paid by the Conference $14,000)



-$112,500 income; after expenses $56,251 donated to the SPE Foundation.

EDUCATION:  OSC, Outstanding Student Chapter Award used to be the STRETCH is 

  focused on bring in new student members. 

             -$5,000 Husky Section Award application open until Feb.6, 2008.
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING: May 4, 2008 in Milwaukee jointly with ANTEC 08.
